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ABSTRACT 

The differentials Uetveen Spanish ori 
ethnic groups of farm wageworkers were investigated b 
analyses of age, sex, education, migratory status, em 
earnings • Farmworkers were defined as persons 14 year 
the civilian noninstitutional population who performe 
at sone time during 1973, even if only for one day* D 
obtained in December 1973 from the annual Hired Farm 
survey donducted as a supplementary part of the Curre 
Survey • Approximately 45,000 households were intervie 
month* This sample was drawn from 461 areas including 
and independent citiesf^ with coverage in each of the 
the District of Columbia. Among the findings were: (1 
the employed Spanish origin population were engaged i 
work as farmers, farm managers, laborers, an4 foremen 
approximately ^3% of the total *2. 7 million persons in 
working force were of Spanish origin, 14X were Blacks 
Spanish origin farmworkers were an older group of wor 
within the Spanish origin farm labor force, a larger 
migratory compared with other ethnic groups. (NQ) 
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SOCIOECONCmC CHARACTERISTICS OF THE SPANISH ORIGIN 
HIRED FARM WORONG FORCE, 1973 

INTRODUCTION 

TtvLs paper investigates the differentials between Spanish origin and 
other ethnic groups of farm wageworkers by comparative analyses of age^ sex, 
education » migratory status, employment and earnings. It is premised that 
the Spanish origin segment of the Nation's hired farm labor force has par- 
tlctilar socioeconomic characteristics, problems and needs, distinct from 
other ethnic segments. In addition, it is suggested that Spanish origin 
hired farm workers are more dependent upon agricultur<? as^a major source 
of en?)loyment and have fewer viable job alternatives than other groups of 
farmworkers « 

Farmworkers of Spanish origin have escaped national attention histori- 
cally because of their concentration in the Southwest region and the pre- 
sumption that their problems were the exclusive concerns of local govern- 
ments (Grebler, et. al., 1970). This attitude has been reinforced by the 
lack of data on employment, education, and cultural patterns of this ethnic 
group (Bulloch, 1970). Also, since Spanish origin people are often 
classified in the white population, they do not immediately stand out as 
a separate minority group* 
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In recent years the Spanish origin population has been tc'irgeted 
as a distinct minority group having problems and heeds unique to its 
cultural background and socioeconomic corapositlon. Increasing political 
organization among this group (Bulloch, 1970), expanded media coverage of 
the ethnic movements led by Cesar Chavez and Reyes Tijerinas (Grebler, et, 
al., 1970; Moor*, 1966), and a changing national manpower policy which has 
come to recognize that diverse groups of people have diverse needs (Briggs, 
1973a and 1973b) have all contributed to th^ recognition of the Spanish 
origin population. Increasing interest in immigration problems and high 
fertility rates, and the roles that Spanish origin people play in the 
problems of farm labor and poverty have made this population an increasing 
source of concern (Moore, 1966), 

DEFINITION OF CONCEPTS 
There has been much contention over the proper terminology to use in 
identifying the Spanish origin population. In the literature one can find 
references to Spanish^-American, Latin American, Chicano, Mexicano, Mexican 
American, hispano, la raza, and brown, among^ others* Related to this 
problem are the various and conflicting statistical methods used. to measure 
this group. Spanish-speaking, Spanish-^origin, Spanish surname, Spanish 
heritage and Spanish ancestry, each designate and measure a slightly 
different population. 
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« « 

decent Congressional hearings (House of Representatives, 1975) referred 
to this ethnic group as "Americans of Spanish origin" — a method and term 
acceptable to several Federal agencies responsible for data collection and 
to the^ National Congress of Hispanic American Citizens. This group includes 
f\ 95 national and local organizations representing 3 million Americans of 

Spanish origin. This method is currently used by the Bureau of the Census 
in its monthly Current Population Survey (U.S. Bureau of the Census, 1974b). 
"Americans of Spanish origin" is used in this paper both as a concept aivd 
term. 



Americans of Spanish origin include all those who identified them- 
selves as Mexican American^ Chicano, Mexican, Mexicano, Puerto Ricanj 
living on the mainland, Cuban, Central or South American, or other 
Spanish from a listing of 19 ethnic groups in answer to the following 
Current Population Survey qr est ion: 

f ■■ 
5 "Which of the national or ethnic groups on this card 
best describes your ethnic origin or descent?" 

Chicano 
Mexican 
Mexicano 
Puerto Rican 
Cuban 

Central or South American 
Other Spanish 
Negro 
Black 

OR 

listed 

Ajiglus refer to white Americanism Ocher than those of Spanish origin. 
Black and other groups include Black, Negro, and other groups not listed* 



Ge rman 

Italian 

Irish 

French 

Polish 

Russian 

English 

Scottish 

Welsh 

Mexican American 
Another group not 
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Coinbinat ion of various Spanish, Mexican, Cuban, and Puerto Rican groups 
into one^ategory has liBiitations for research, particularlv vh^n dealing 
with characteristics of the ^'ntire Spanish origin population. This ^hnic 
population is differentiated by cultural background , class, occupation, 
Incoiae, education and other soc ieconomic factors, j'jst as are other cultural 
and ethnic groups. 

It is possible, however, to concentrate on one occupational segtnenl of the 
Spanish origin populations-hired farm labor — which has characteristics in 
common vrith its meinbers. An occupational group represents not only a 
segment of the labor force, but also a distinct socioeconomic group v:ith 
somewhat similar economic, social and educational standards (Edwards, 1943: 
179) • Since incoEie and educational attaintiient are kno\/n to be highly 
correlated with accupation (i eiss, 1961:83), Spanish origin f ariw orkers 
are similarly grouped when considering these factory. In addition, data 
from this study indicate thac of those Spanish origin w^orkers doing 25 to 
249 days of farai:ork, almost 95 percent were identified as He>:ican Ainericans* 
This may serve as an additional assiiailator of cultural backgroani and 
characterist ics. 

Farmworkers are defined as persons 14 vears and over In t'Ue ci^/ilian 
non i n 1 1 1 u t i on a 1 vo p u 1 a t i o n i .. i i o -p e r £o mt e d t a tm wa g e is^^ r I: a t s o svi e t i m e d u r i n g 
1973, even if only for one day. This v^orl: includes the product iou ^ nsv- 
vesting, and delivery of agricultural cot»'miodities as "..'ell as ii-i.j!na;,;eiiient of 
a farm if done fo>r cash V3:.:es* Elxchaage ijorl:^ vork do'ae bv fari^il;: ue>iibers 
without pay, custom uorl. ot '-orl. done e:':clusively f-sr **p'^/ ^'"^ kind"'* 3r"^i n<C't 
included. 
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DATA SOORCE 

i'vita for tlds sludy urere obtained in D^'Cciinbor 1^^*73 (rom tlie annajl 
flircd fanii Horbiu., F'orce survey conJucied for thf l^conomic i^^i..»jarch Serv-ice^ 
lf,S* i''ep.irtment of Agriculture by the B^ureau of the Census as a supplemeritar v 
part ot tl!3 Current Population Survey (U.S, Bure.iu of the Census^ 1963). 'ihe 
s.aiople vas dra^.ro !r ri'^^m 461 areas incladin;;; -C3 couatles and In^It^-pendent ^rit ifi: 
Uith eo'Jerage in tach of the 30' States and the District of 'Col-uiL^bia . Appre..- 
lmat<:"lv 45,000 hoMseholds uere int en.^ieioed durirt;:: this month. 

ru_;-V'er a ad _reo;ioa 

Aceo'rdin^; to ttie pC'-puiar iGia:c,e eooi'eved tlse various. \n<^4ia^ Sparilsh 
oriK^io \.V"rLers are fo^r the most part eijsployed as at^r icultural lab^orers. 
Related to* this Is the idea that the hired farm uorh.ine, force is predoiiiurna toT 
coHiposo'd ot thc^s^"^ at Spanistt origin, E'vidtnce inJicates that a^lth^v of 
these iiuages is true at the national le^jel, 

[''ata frc"ia tf^e ilarch 197 3 Current Population Snrve*r ('U,S, E'.ureao of tliO 
Cen^."j-^ |"-^7.;t^l :::.iryiTu ia t.^ible 1 indicate ttiat onlw „ 4 percent --''^l tiie 
eiiip 1 o o pan isit o i i i n piC'^pu 1 a t i on i-^o r e t^^^'i! i::a 'i i n ap, r I c o 1 1 u r a i ■:jO r h as 
farej'C-r '£. ^ f-"jr.a naK..;}:/-rs* lat'C-r^jr^-^ arid ft»rc»iea^ ll-o-oe e r ^ ^;hiie■ tii((:^ m.avjrll- 
was nc-'t •^'■■iiip Icv'od lu ao, r icvjlturo* a lar,oi'j prc^por t I'L^a o/as ei'^pav.ed 
lotj paslntu lo'V: ^.r II led jc'ibi'* 'I tie Biah'^r <<:'*ccypat loa'-; ot thi^; oKhnl': v.i'-Mijp 
t^ere "i^perat i \^-es ^ ^.i-r-. ire i;'o r " .e rr. , c le r 1 '■_ a 1 , ar^d ^ r a ir t :r.sM'rri! ^ li^ule 

perooat v/ero- eov-,.!v;od in h I ;:,!■« li-r K^a v inp, rj/'^'i" ^itar I'.'i'-, |C" rcao:.'- o^. r?.'^ 1 .jr?d 
ma^ia;::p'^r ia 1 ca t eptj o p.--^, ^ ''loot"' ir^d i''.af:t"£. li^.it 1 s'-j.. ,■ jm''- r ai'i - ""iiiir4d io'''^' 



er|c niiu? 



i ■ 6 



Table l---najor occupational croups ot 
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i : ' i n po pu J a t i o li 


lO years old and over: 


March, 1 ^;'73 






>jc f;nr»at ional OrouD 




Tot al 


Hr.ip loved p'-:a-sons lo years and 






over I Ovu 1 




kct * 


V/liite Cul lae 




2 . S 


f r o 1" e s s i c-' !i a 1 * t cc it Vi i c a. 1 a n d 






kindtxd 




0 » 


Mana::;ers and adjii iriist rat-ors 




5 * 4 


Sales wor a ! s 




3 * 


Clerical and kividred uorl ers 




1 3 * 0 


blue Coll ar 




4 S . 


Craft Si 1 e 11 and k i n d r e d 




12*0 


Oper at i v e s ♦ i nc 1 u d i n t raaspo 


rt at ion 


2S . 3 


Laborers , exc lud ini^ 1 arm 






F a iiiitv o I 1 e I" s 




4 ^.4 


F' a rm e r s a n d f a rm m a n a 'Z e r s 






i arm laborers and i c r emen 






Service v;'f%r!;ers 




lb . 


Se r V ic e o r I : e r s 




15.2 


Fr ivate !i'.ojsehol d v;orkers 




1.7 


U • S ♦ f'urcau 'jit the Census^ Current 


Topul a>--i on Rep^~^ 


rts, F-2«J, :'o. 2 5 
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Cnited l at cs: 


uarch L<^7^ * " 


n S * G^^jverruHe nt [''rint iri.:; »!'fl;'ice^ V, 
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prof essi':nj.'d ^ fi-anage r 1 and sa'L--. jobs of lo-\' ^-.^M'-at iona 1 aold ^■vefuv-a-jt 

lack of bu^r.iaeos capital, .^^ caltnraji d is-.ij^iiHar it ; . a-.-.i j'^trsicaiiv a>:c--areot 
membership ia a loo ta-v'^tlee :_:r..'.'a.. ■::hi^:h pr,.-.[aiM.; eilMiaitcs ^yaa- saLa:^ ana 
supervisor V jiobo. i( i "-^oo : 31 

The ualioiial hir^'d fana vMarlijrf;,:; T^JiC< p rodouiiua r a 1 ."•a-iol'S l7j (jeroeoc o. 
AppiOxMatai> 13 peroaat of th- t-tal 2.7 M<i]lioa por-^oas ia rhis i-rce v^ere 
of Spaoisij orlpin.-, aad i-: percoar -'.ere t>lao?:s aad otli'vi''^. . donso^jai-ut 1 o. 

th--sa data do aot support the co^^: ja i-eiiaf thar liiOSiC [ a rro,aji:PK:^rs 

aro' -'f Spanisd oripia* Eren v.haa tha hi^ed Tana lads'r i^jr-ce is ea.ajfiaod 
on a ragic^nai aasis i i^ee rigare 1 )^ rhere i^. aa .^■v idot^^'-a tdat tde ^.-a lor 1 1 -cd 
famworl.Si for aa;.' ropi^.'a is of dpanish oripia. TabJe d :f:d-:a.s th.jt -av.los 
aacoanc for the large-sr prop'j ioas of vx-d ara ia all r-pi-as, alc(av.ao,a the 
i^rastern fara labor forot inoladed a lar;:,er pa.>po at o^i of Sy-t^^ish o^i-^-n 
farauorLers relaEi'Si' to other araas. '■fr-uilfi :iat i^ai of the eeutheia avid 
tr:estern rapious— an area coaiaiaiaa pf peroant of the fpaViish ori;; ia 
fan^aaarPers — still reaaals atPiajoritp ibl patoe?-it ^ o£ daplr" -./orders aoa-pared 
ulth peroant dpaaish oripin aad fO peroeat r:laoh and o^li^-rs. 



'ine ap^- aad sea d ist r iput iOfj ou an oacapa t ir^aa 1 Kr^jiap r,f]r„-^,-^ ladirate^v 
the e...teat to ^^"hioh memhtjis are ia-oiv-ad in a.ad dap'Oadaat upr^^a tUai poriLiOular 
aaeapat i<oia. .ouH^.er -■.■jrfois and i.oinen of ohildf-^ar inp ,.a 
OiO often e^'pjloaed on a t'-snporar; lo" par f --il lii-'i- r..a'-ds. "^'daer v^rat'er'f., 
part I'OaJaLl;^- ("-.aL- hr..,.j'£,ahoid heads ^-flth fa^j^ul,, aad fiaaaLial r espoas 1 h i i is i'-a , 
t.r-ad to he aore aa'aao^iioa 11 ; oori0.u£t'_d to aa -v^c aur'at ion ..i a ij^aiior j'lfoaos r^^f 
sufjpr-r L . 'IhL- o:e an^i sa... ■fvractara of tp^anr-id r.r i;p:j .rj , 'a-,.; to, a^^id id.-">.f and 
other f aoi''«v;,ar!,'-rs is sho'i.o in f laj'.i r^; d. 



ERLC 



iiilUH 



l> i t r i b u 1 i *■ • r» o f t" a run: o vlt^is by., c t ! * n i. c ;^ r o o |'i * s x , a n d a e , 1 1 7 3 



Mci 1 c 

(1 ,tC":^,ML'iM ( 



Fv 1 . ■ ; 




(24 5 ? t^O'M « 



ret. 



SFAfilSH iH:lcm 




1 c 



IS 



14 



44 



24 



17 



f 



1 



4 0 



0 s 



4 5- 



3 5444 



1 1 1 i O'J'J t 



ERIC 



llUl 1 



io 



-1 ,^1- i 



.J d Sue ads: 



: id aV'-K'-ear v 



I 1 1 



ill 1 1'-' I ■ ■ 



, 1/ V ll . 



ERIC 



til 12 



11 - 



Table 3-'-'Frequency and percentage distribution of farm wa^'^eworkers by ethnic 

^roup and hoacohold status, 1973 



Household 






Ethnic 


group 








Status 


Anglo 


Spanish 

Orif;in 


BlacI- 
0 th. 


< and 

'-■re 


Total 




iV, >u. Fct. 


Thou, 


Fct. 


Thou. 


let. 


Thou, 


Pet. 


Heads and wives 


912 h6 


219 


0\ 


2^6 




1.375 


51 


Other nembers 


1.052 5^ 


122 


36 


122 


33 


1,296 




ToUl 


1,96^* 100 


339 


100 


36? 


100 


2,671 


100 



X =82.21, d.f.=2. p<.001 
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of 12.4 years, (U,S, Bureau of the Census, 197Aa) 

Table 4 shov/s that average educational attainraent was ev^^n lower for 
various segi;yn\ts of the hjred farm labor force, and particularly for those 
of Spanish origin. These workers 25 years of age and over attained 4*5 
median years of education — only a fraction above the four-year cut off for 
functional illiteracy. In comparison, Blacks and others were only slightly 
higher v/ith 5,8 raedian years and Arglo workers attained a median of 9,7 years. 
Thus, even among a generally lower educated group of workers, a 4 to 5 year 
gap e:xists betv/een the -nunerities and Anglos, Spanish origin farmworkers 
attained less than half of the average educational levels of Anglo workers; 
Blacks and otfiers achieved less than two thii-^ds of Anglo education. The 
largest difference (7,5 years) occurred betw^een Anglo and Spanish origin 
workers aged 25-44 years — the prime age working force • 

When only younger Spanish origin xjorkers from 14 to 25 years were 
considered, the data indicate a substantial gain over older worker groups, 
and show a narrowing of the gap in educational achievement between ethnic 
groups. Young Spanish origin workers averaged 7 years of education compared 
with 8,9 years far Anglos and 8 years for Blacks and other workers. 

In 1973, only 12 percent of Spanish origin f armv/orkers had at least 
some high school education. This compares with 55 percent of the Anglo 
workers and 25 percent of Blacks and others. Only 2 percent of Spanish origin 
farmworkers had finished high school compared x^^ith over one third of the 
Anglos and 13 percent of Blacks and others (table 5), 

M igratory Status 

Labor demand in some areas intensifies during peak periods of agricultural 
activity and if this demand cannot be met by local Vorkers employed on a 
"^temporary basis, labor must be recruited or obtained from other areas, VJhile 
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Table 4— Median years of school completed for all farm wagewoiicers, by ethnic 

group and age, 1^73 





Are 




Ethnic 


group 




Anglo 


Spanish 
Origin 


Black and 
Others 


Total 



All o.i 5,8 6,8 8.k 

l^^-2'i years 8.9 7,0 8,0 8,6 

25 years or nore 9*7 4.5 5.8 8,0 

25^4 years 12.1 4.6 7.4 9,6 

45 years or more 7.6 3.9 3.4 6.7 



Table 5 — Frequency and peAentage distribution of farm wagewoiicers 25 years and 
over, by ethnic group and years of school completed, 1973 





Years of school 




Ethnic 


group 




completed 


Anglo 


Spanish 
Orl^n 


Black and 
Others 


Total 





Thou. 


FPct. 


Thou. 


Pet. 


Thou. 


Pet. 


Thou. 


Pet. 


0-4 years 


82 


11 


Ill 


56 


110 


43 


301 


25 


5-8 






67 


33 


81 


32 


413 


33 


9-11 


153 


20 


19 


9 


29 


12 


202 


17 


12 years or more 


265 


35 


5 


2 


32 


13 


301 


25 


Total 


763 


100 


203 


100 


252 


100 


1,218 


100 



X =264.15. d.f.=6, p<.001 
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some migratory workers return home in^^diately after one or tv;o short-term 
jobs are completed, others continue to v.-oric in one or more areas alang a 
migration stream before returning to their homes. Migrant workers include 
all persons v;ho left their homes temporarily overnight to do farmwork in a 
different county v/ithin the same State or in a different State with the 
expectation of eventually returning home; or had no usual place of residence, 
and did farm v;agework in tv;o or more counties during the year. 

In 1973, there were 203,000 migratory workers in the United States — about 
8 percent of the hired agricultural work force. Approximately 63 percent of 
these were Ang^lo, 33 percent v;ere of Spanish origin, and 4 percent were Black 
and others (table 6), VHiile the majority of migrant workers v;ere not of Spanish 
origin as often presumed, substantial variation existed among regions. In the 
South over 60 percent of the migratory workers were of Spanish origin. This 
proportion drops to 35 percent in the West and to less than ,5 percent elsewhere* 

However, within the Spanish origin farm labor force, a larger proportion 
was migratory compared x>rith other etlonic groups. About one of every five 
Spanish origin vjorkers was a migratory v/orker contrasted to one in fifteen 
Anglos and one in forty Blacks and others • 

The commuter and illegal alien issue may partially explain the dis-- 
proportionate ntmiber of Spanish origin workers who do migratory v;ork, 
particularly in the South and West. Apparently, many Spanish origin workers 
enter the migratory screams because they cannot economically compete for ,f 
jobs with Mexican national conmiuters and illegal aliens—groups which 
often seek initial employment in agriculture. (Briggs, 1973a) Regardless 
of ethnicity, it x^rould appear that the decision to do migratory farmx%'ork 
is generally based on necessity and lack of viable alternatives, rather than 
by choice. (Marshall, 1974) 
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Jable 6— Frequency and percentage distribution of farji wageuorkers by etftpic group 

and migratoiT,' atatus, 1973 



Migrate rj' 
Status 



Migrate rj' 
KoiLniigratory 
Total 



Ethnic group 



Anglo 



Spanish 
Origin 



Thou. Pet. 

127 6 

1,837 94 

1,96U 100 



Thou. Pet. 

68 20 

271 8G 

339 loo 



Black and 
Others 



Thou. Pet. 



9 

353 
567 



2 

98 
100 



Total 



Thou. r^t. 

203 8 

2,^68 92 

2,671 100 



X =91.38, d.f^=2, p <.001 
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Etnp 1 o ymen t Chn r a c t e r i s t i c s 

Fmp^o\Tttent characteristics, including level of earnln^.s, time spent at 
\:orL or work reLited activities, eniplo^mtent patterns, and the nature of the 
particular jobs held, directly and indirectly influence the economic xjell- 
being of f ariuv/orkers and their families. At the same time, these working 
conditions deterralne the e:Ktent to v;hich a faruiv?orker is economically 
depcnden^^ upon agriculture for a livelihood. Analysis indicates that degree 
of depenaence on farmvjork varies among the ethnic groups. 

Generally, Spanish origin fanr^workers were employed in agriculture for 
longer periods during the year than other ethnic groups. More than one 
fourth T/ere full--ti*Tie agricultural tcorkers employed for 250 days or more, 
a larger proportion than for either Anglos or Blacks and others, (table 7) 
Conversely, a smaller proportion (22 percent) of Spanish origin farmw^orkers 
were casual workers doing less tlian 25 days of farmwork compared with other 
ethnic groups. Almost half of the Anglo force and close to a third of the 
Black, and other workers w^ere casual I3/ employed in famiwox^k, Spanish 
origin t:orkers averaged 1A3 days of farmwork cornpared with 105 days for 
Blacks; and others and 85 days for An/los, 

Table 8 sho^.js that 49 percent of all Spanish origin fan^v.^orkers 
cited farm wag.e'.ork as their major acti/ity during the year, A similarly 
large proportion of Biack,s and others (40 percent) also listed farm 
iWagework as their privicipal activity contrasted to only 21 percent among 
Anglos, Instead, the majority of Ar;£los cited '*not in the labor force** as 
their predominuit activity during tlie year. An abstraction from this table 
(table 8A) shci s that of the Anglo farmworkers who were not in the labor 
force most of the year, almost 80 percent cited "attending school*' as their 
chief activity. About 44 percent of the Anglo farmworkers v;ere students, 
compared with 18 percent for both Spanish origin and Black and other workers, 

™" no 18 
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Table 7~Fre<iueney and peiv-entafe distril<ution of faiTi wageworkers by ofhnic group 

and duratioil of farmworJ:, 1973 



Duration of 
f&tmvork 








Ethnic 


group 






An 


":lo J 


Jpajiish 
Oririn 


Slack arid 
Others 


Total 




Thou. 


Pet. 


Thou. 


Pet. 


Thou. 


Pet. 


Thou. Pet. 


Less thin 25 days, 
25-149 


900 


47 


76 


22 


110 


30 


1,035 41 


657 


33 


114 


34 


146 


39 


918 34 


150-249 


125 


6 


61 


18 


61' 


17 


247 9 


250 and over 


282 


14 


89 


26 


50 


14 


421 16 


Total 


1,964 


100 


339 


100 


367 


100 


2,671 100 



X^=15'^.12, d.f.-6. p<.001 
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Table 8 — Froqueacy arid i-ycceniafr^e distri butl';>n of finri r5t ere- by etlyiic fy.ixujp 

ana chief action ty, iM?3 





Chief 












Hc VI V 1 vy 


A o 


Ori 


. J. * ■■ 'i i 

;■ • I n 




To 1:1 1 






Th'ju. 




Th-'v. Fct. 




Far:n vja.re'-rork 


ho? 21 


16? 








Other fan^jworl; ^ 


IP'? 6 




h 






Nonfarm work 


3 '■^•7 17 




10 








2^ 1 


6 




h 1 


'X 1 


Not in labor foice 


l,oSO ^3 


118 




14 ^ 


1,;:^.: ^0 


Total 


l/>-f 100 




100 


36? 100 


^ .:'jt71 100 




p < •O'Jl 











Table 8A — Fre|uency anO percentage distribution of farm uareworkers not in the Inb^r 
^ force T:iOct of iiie year, by ethnic group, 1973 



Not in the Ethnic ^-roup 

labDr for-e — 7: r-r r^; — : z 

. . ^t'aniL.h bluOK arid . 

i:;Ost of the re-'-t Aj'i^'lo 1 . . lotal 







Pet. 


i"tiou. F'ct * 


Thou • 


P:ct, 


ThO'U, Pet 


Keeping': house 




13 




50 


3^ 


230 1? 


A t te nd 1 ng sc ho^^ 1 


65.? 


ro 


hll 5/4 


67 


k? 


OP; A ^Zi 


Other 




0 


0 ft 


28 


10 


125 ''-^ 


Total 


1, '>':'Ct 


1 ")0 


118 100 


lU 5 


1 00 


i,.yc' 100 



X^=112.5, d.f.=^, p <.00] 
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Table ") ."di.- ■^.Uo: th^t Spasd'.fj "V^ritun :/-Mi,,.>r e reliv^'l 
1 i! Hiji'h- )n.-i^K^-i '-^;'llrce ^'sf -■.■..■^pil-' ' -m'Oh i ■ jirsL'-' <0'P i ■ 

Luct^ ::..jj'.jr« i .t" i i i^O'^ 'i 'r-r^. did p-^M ^"vU'Oi n^j{i(^f^^i -^■f'Hi ^ t''^:-/ .-!■',••••.- 'J I'" ■ r 
.J . ■ - . r !':•': i d '!i ' ii y d c r r ^ , i l. il; r c^' u '■• . ^ 

tdiLiT*.:' . .«re h..:: lih'^ i'j":^_'t i^",i■'■>^t..^ot iud i c.^tL'^r ''."d^ (.-■.■: ....rj <■"■'; ni i'-: :. 1 1 - 
i''-:- i f.. . and 'C "j::, -tii t:;(ent i'''^.^ ■ i,. , r Icol t urc * diata i ^-m.; i ./a i e zli.^t .la-nual e.;u-Hirr--. 
'',",11"^ .jaoa\^. "jiUiric p,r'0'iM!^»';. f iani": "LUdj^'r i. * tha-. 'r'uC,:.::eat iu;:; a :^n■ I a t i L-ts in 
the La'/eis c^l i..ail--bei^j:a and de^^raa 'af ajari^ nl t^jral depavid'_ n^-.e * 

T.-fbie aho>^'/s chat la IdJd, '-rMaish oi-iria i a O'vacarl .a f a a-aera/,-d 
j'jfid la tL'tai O'arniaga rrom f.aria aiad naiifanni vvad,^ Aiiaio> i.s\ru\:oi:i 'crs --araad 
a«i aaera?^e dd, jdl and Blaalis and otisers: aveL.-raad djjjdJ a >eai% M^:-:c i«'.ataa oi 
tO'tal cash images received do not inaludc the ■..■alua of perqaiaitea oi' ii^ina 
benefits reoeive^d in connection vitfi dam or woaf-dVia wor(..j dpaaia^^ ori;^.in 
f arwa-or!:ers receii^ed 8'" percent of tht:ir earniri-i; drom farn uorl.^ a^a-'l alji'oat 
four-fitrha h.jd no other earninv;a ^^:^;"Urce* Cijcla: and otriH-r f a n»*cMOtd' er a 
recei-. ed ab-i-ot 71 percerjt of earaia;::/:. fiv^tjj far'vr..;-*L I. a>a»upai^cd ^.4tb ord v dd 
peroout for Aaado \:otl.^-t , 

Hi;cher cnaun;^, level-: for Sp.-a-MaV' orl^cia ^ ■■■■■'r a •.-•or-j' a r'-aali -od" 
greater nuiadM-r of da^:a v;OLd ed for Wipdr^jr dail;; .■■jvjo-.. . Vdci 1- i(.ii->.i-e r<--a-.-') h 
is needed to' d'.-r rmiat^ the ^e.act raasL'^ra f-o-r Uir^, d i f f <>jr ••'■n". ■ >, ^.-jt^^i- p'-j- -.id'b: 
exp lan:it 10'!^:- car^ be Si'j:::,a^'- 1 t^'d * 

Cenerally^ lariii va;;.,*^ iate'-:-^rhe •ii'f"'a"e i)'^|'■|^uaL . aac ■z'Oui" ic 'oa' dii^aHa/.a e'Ji> 
earning.a-' — havo been hi^^hi-i in tht; t'c-t than i otfi^-r r ea, i '■."a-, . M-'^-,.;''- .O'^'i 
Smith, i'^7Si Since the ?rajorita of dpaaiah ofi-jn a'orber-. .-'o- lo^^^jr.-d i.. 
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Table '-'--r'L-'-:|«j<r')"i": V'"' r"ycc^:ri^ *J 1 trl ^ j M '^''U O'f 1'.^""- i:.:',:- ^I'^^C'^ K'ir. by i^^thrdc rrc'^up 



Fa r:^i i:.: 



^rare^ioi'.: 



IbT 



l,bM 

1,110 -^^.J 



Total 



Table iO-^:V-.o 






cd' d,-v 


; J 0 rb ed a nd ^ " a r^' s 
ty ethrdc ^^a'■up, 


earr;cd at 
l-'-^b.^ 


faiTa arjd 


n*:*ai"a m 






*^*-erarc u?v^. 


^-^cat- ed 








Cbhnic 


gTO'iyp 






and' 
wa,res ^-arn' 


















e-d 








Or\ yl 




d 

1 


J- ,| 'J 


nu^ib^er of c-j :-rI 










3 








Fam and ^■Jal^■^ 


















D3tys uo:fb'-:d 








lb 1 








i/;b 


^^f,es earrr: 




b'? 


:d bj 
















1 .J 


A.) 


1 fj . 










Fam 


















Days worF:c^l 










lb ^: 








Wages eaiiiO'd 


rer 'V'-'ai" 


i' ; 


:d,|l 




bV^!bb 




1. 


b 1 b 


Wares eaivsed 


p'vr day 


S d 


:a. j 




libpd 


Iba'^v 


]b 


« '■_ ■' ■' 




















' Days wori'.:ed 
















»j ,-, 


Wares eanie'J 


p^'er yic^ar 


Id 


:-d. 1 


Ulb- 










Ma;^^,e3 eax*rif:d 


per daj; 


id 


i 






]':''^b ^' 


I'M' 





Dally wa^-es are T^juiyi'-yi. iC" the r!.::;ii--'::. t 
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:::i;'i.^u V .1: r i ■.■..k-'c] ^i-:: r^la-hs and oulImls's ui.ir;-] J .jtev-^ ^ «■{ tiij 

evc/o ■„ .Ji'::c 1 it'Ul^' u! a*:ro'S^: tii«^.' i'nit-'j ir^t voce b:-'.-it-J itii;, v-n, ,..4-,..- f,,:,., 
in tt«'- hi::,-:er r..'-i««':, l:e'^:r. .ju^^l tiu- vef '^ivlrr- -yroi^oiiiy'n in fh,.- j^-r ^j,- ,^.ri^^ 
v^^KiOir-^ tl'w- ::,M-iLu and c-c^uirh. 

ibiy , ^, ..V' L-ates hip,hci foT Sp.jui>.h -ri-iM 

;:;ec-rit i-"^:o3icii t-, Kc-^-edale J^^jd /laiMier U'i-i. indicated t?^jt to cii.!' '--xefit i-'-jlI." 
sl-.ill .-f^d c-ur^peter-.;' increj^^o v/dth e.:poi i -oc e . loivo-r period-; ii>-.roj-.e 

the ^■•VMd.cf's: p-tr--,tiU for eornint.s n"''d'd:dS( i^jito c.iiO'^':-n in toLJo 11 ore 
corioisiL^juL vnrh rdio idea and sh.:-; that farrM i-aji,-- r.-OLoa foL ail f a rmoo id-.o i' a 
inorea-.a a:ith rha uuui'er of d.j;;a laaiplo^' il i;^ fam^/i'^rd, Siaaa a arearer 
proport ia-j 01 dpa':-jiad Oiia,ia V'.jif:eaa v',era eniploaed for Ic-naer p..-riods of 
f ar.iT,^Oid. aonp,jL^-d to other fclhnia praHijpa. tfiis ma;; partiall;; a.apl./iin the 
hia^soc" -^-.jr^.e Late-- f<ar S^aniyli 'C-ri;:,ia f ar'a'o:>r!.era.. 

^'^^ 1 in di:>L a'-'^: jnp, ;nh.- relet i-al: hl-Jj inaL'/o- af die..iL.ja dneriajna 
de:i.pit^-' low edaaoti^anai levela^ aaa-eat'^, r hat /d, . 11 f,.^' aaii.-er.^. n-.-j ] le ia 
diuioaai" .ae \'.;t{iah are diffianlL lao' ajeaani r ^viHO-t !■■ ■/! r , ■aaiiitio'v, aad l.d:--"r 
Liat=d-t dia-- rirni^.a i^vn chat ia I'-aa ichaa av..jia.>r vther i aiv' ^ 1 1 i e-. 

addfaJdj.. feclott nah,t,a, m ec^ea 1 a:: .a n;. , . d i f o l-u j . ^ . lahar floda lU.jt 
those <od d^ad'Cjii aa'Ccarr> ha-, hi;;a;j,:'r (jr..,.dMr 1 1^. i t ; ie-'.'la aad la:- 
wotiaatioa and adalit;, as "'dr-at iidei ; pM,r--ar^ie .can-.vr."' fy^^- rd,' a^,, /j,,. 
.\j!»ei ioan ' relet ia^'ly hiiphai" ^ ra 1 n;_,a p'O^-i- i..der n'."a v.- hi-. .o^ i ^-i. j ^ 

attaira«:M_;Ht . dona i d irsa the over.di I.."".; ady.: jt h'"'',- dl i ..a fam-' ^a' . . 
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-.irl-tion i^i v-jrrduv. ['•.■':•: Is i^v^ o'd^ . i'. ^ j J i , ^■.luffh 

Ij^ 197,:, lLj^.:.-v i,:ere y ^n'O wlui.ir.^jly l^^C/JUl^f Sj-'^ani:!^ r..riy ii'i r,jni.ii.:0>i il t 

are cuO^fe li5-'l;' r«c.. d>'-ri-aJ .o^-^ others ■i.yt.';...0'. v . l/wilv d/itj f-^- i-jTudetv t 

^:'5 ■f.:.rs ^^/j-d ..ji.j.j r — a .^.r-^'.up lidel;, to tel;., .-niters, r.;,,- ■ j: c.r t —..:mm> i^oa 
..V'- ai l.^die, tde rario^ ^-f dpaaish c^'Liadn p.-L-dd- nr-der id ',,:-,jr^, IlSj^-- Ld ■."-•ar: 
a;id ^c-'air i ln;^di -'den C'0>Mp,jred alrl,, ..-.icde^ atSiMie cr-jupa . la 1':^":' Jd, I'date a^-r,^. 
i-d dea'a-jd.-!.aa^. under ]a ■[...r ea-'iv 10""" c^paal-.d. 'f'^riipia j -■.aid-- r ^. Id ■.j.jfs ar^d 
otvar eO'Kp.jr>-d 'JLth ad foL^ ^-^^arp :'a;;_,io.^; ,-,,,,-d al f,,.r l ■/ inri aja^. 1:. aad 

'■j' t a '-: ■ s o T (Line a ((i e . j p', »■ p, r a p^ 

ia ld./:'d, ::;'aaiaa -'fipla idae-;.i' daid.£. ree-:' jI , <^d a raiT'd^.^-? faiMil.; la a'."ir„:,.-:- oi 
v-a-^'"?^- ■ca':p-^.::/-d la-:'. ':l<,:^^:< for A^pdl-' a-d dd.-i:"'_' a^T dLj..: aud .ouiia-r ;ir,Miv.,^s.,:„l.j-. 
i:icea aoe^ap^- d^^oijoeho Id -A:_'e is ^-.'-^^lo l-h- v ^-d , ■:.,d.rai. >oi :■■); .jm A .l^i i-ii'.oa d.u-j'^,,-- 
holds re<'.oi-'' 'd 'Loats p>ar aapUo a.->, r e-.'/r ■ ■■i.dl,./ r.f .a.p,.Ira ,aj,.|,. 

r.tvje, diaads aad t^tdvL.^- siiyUadrJ' L'^asaiv-'-d '--^hI-j '^^ o^ ? .ac o^' /-a^'dA'^ -■-■r 
aap J 1 3 IjiiC'O'jna . 

This p, jp 1" at': .yea a rdio "■■a jOiit; aod al^^Jiar . ^ !■ , 

eaaiaiaed b; tfie ehara^ l or I'-t i'^- s ita-' ots^'t-a. id t-,:;.. t,,. ii , 
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Various data have been preGented on the socioeconomic characteristics 
of the Spanish origin hired fann labor force, Tv/o central themes have 
emerged from the analysis of these data. First of all, Spanish origin farm- 
workers v;ere higlily dependent upon agriculture as a niajor source of employ- 
ment and earning, and secondly, these workers appeared to have few viable 
alternatives to fai^xv^orh* 

Generally, Spanish origin farmworkers were ejiiployed in agriculture for 
longer periods during the year tlian other groups of f aniiv/orkers • They most 
often cited farm \.:agework as their yearns principal activity, and tor the 
large majority, farmwork was the only type of ejnployment held. When these 
workers did engage in nonfarm work, it was usually for short periods of time. 
In addition, Spanish origin farmworkers v;ere an older group of workers, 
often household heads or vrLves, who had the primary responsibility for their 
families* support. Thus, their earnings were probably the major contribution 
to the family income. 

Perhaps, in part, this agricultural dependence v;as due to the lack of 
viable alternative to farmwork. Unlike Anglo farmworkers, Spanish origin 
workers did not leave farmwork as they became older. They continued to 
rely heavily on agriculture for their major employment vhile Anglo farmworkers 
appeared to move into more regular higher paying nonfarm jobs with only 
occasional supplemental employment in agriculture. 
/ Generally, Spanish origin farmworkers had very low levels of educational 

achievement. The majority had completed less than 4 years of schooling and 
only a very small minority had finished high school. Since educational 
attainment is a necessary condition for entry Into many jobs, .hese low levels 
of education may have restricted Spanish origin farmworkers* access to higher 
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paying, higher status employment. At the same tlnie, skills and expertise 
developed in farmwork ^re often not transferable to other types of nonfarm 
employment . 

It is possible thai Spanish origin f nnuv^orhers were blocked from seeking 
self-cit^loymeat in small busi:ie:>^ies or f.u'iMS by their inability to accuiuu^ 
l:3tte business capital^ V/liile earning lev^els were generally higher than those 
of other ethnic croups, larje household size, high dependency rates, and 
reliance upon a:;ri culture for the major household support, contributed to a 
low faiiily income and small rt'tum per person. These financial problems were 
compounded by tlie relatively large proportion of Spanish origin farmworkers 
that were raigratory. For these workers increased travel costs, jot) insecu- 
rity, liiaited access to welfa^re services while traveling, and poor living 
conditions wliile in transit contributed to the problems of an already low 
income * 

Improvement of the general economic well-being of Spanish origin farm^ 
workers vrill depend in large part upon increased access to various types of 
higher paying nonfarm emploxnnent, A partial solution to increasing these 
nonfarm employment opportunities may lie in the development of manpower 
programs to provide the educational and skill levels required for other types 
of employment, Hov;ever, program development and implementation must consider 
the particular attributes and characteristics of Spanish origin farmworkers 
that ms^y compound and complicate their manpower training needs. Their specific 
age and sex structure, large household size, high dependency ratio, high degree 
of migrancy, strong agricultural dependence, and severe educational dis-- 
abilities must be considered in program formulation. In addition, numerous 
Spanish origin cultural traits, which are outside the scope of this paper. 
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have been suggested throughouL the literature which may have Implications 
for th^ general w^ilfare improvement of Spanish origin farmworkers* These 
traits, includin;?. michismo, ethaic solidarity, strcrng family ties, profess- 
ional n-,piratioas, nonmaterial ist ic outlook, and Language problems require 
further Investigation for their relevance to Spanish origin f armxjorkers . 
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